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E DITOR ’ S M ESSAGE
Just a quick, “Sorry, I missed a month there!” message. I will refocus my efforts to
get the Club’s news out to everyone.
Please remember that we have offer advertising (1 year/12 issues for $25 for a
business card size ad). We will also include brags at no charge. But I need KCAA
members’ help to be effective. Email me your brags by the 28th of each month for
inclusion in the upcoming newsletter. Give me comments and suggest topics by
email. Send me dog or show or club-related questions, and I will try to find the
answers and publish them. Tom Masog, tmasog@gmail.com

P RESIDENT ’ S M ESSAGE
“Every new beginning comes from some other beginning’s end”
Semisonic, “Closing Time.”
Why do I quote that lyric? It is because KCAA will soon submit the final paperwork
to be a fully recognized AKC club. It has taken us awhile to get to this point and
when we get approval, you will be considered one of the founding members of
KCAA. Not many of us in the dog show fancy can claim that brag!
KCAA will be the purebred dog club for Anne Arundel County. More importantly,
this will be your club. The Board will shortly be reaching out to club members to
assist with various committees and projects. Please consider being more than just a
name on a roster. Get involved. Give us your ideas. Give us your gripes. Help KCAA
grow to be a large and respected all-breed club in the Washington-Baltimore area.
September is Responsible Dog Ownership Month. As you will read, KCAA is having
a event, as well as other events this fall. Come out to them! Better yet, bring a dogowning friend. It will be well worth your time! The weather will be cooler and more
dog friendly.
Remember, when we get the approval from AKC, you will be a founding member of
this organization. You are KCAA.
Dan Strachan, danstrachan@comcast.net

S CHOLARSHIP N EWS !
Bridget Ratcliffe of Millersville, one of KCAA's founding members, is one of only 19
people nationwide (and the only one in Maryland) to receive an AKC Junior
Showmanship Scholarship. Bridget is an accomplished handler, with several wins and
an appearance at the Westminster Kennel Club show as a junior handler. She has
assisted our Club at each of our matches, and served as a judge at our last two
matches. Instead of simply taking it easy this past summer, she led a successful series
of handling classes for the Club!
This is the second year for Bridget to be awarded this AKC scholarship. She is
currently a sophomore at Johns Hopkins University, where she is studying for dual
majors in Theoretical Mathematics, and Physics and Astronomy (see picture with
brags on Page 3).

Q & A
Q: What is the Owner-Handler Series?
A: The AKC National Owner-Handled
Series was started in 2012 to recognize
and showcase the quality dogs being
exhibited by owner/handlers and to
provide a venue for the owner/handlers to
compete against their peers. Eligible dogs
compete in the Best of Breed class, with
the breed winner going on to complete
against other owner-handled dogs in
Group and Best In Show.
Q: I handle my own dogs all the time. Did
I win something and miss it?
A: Probably not. The premium list will tell
you if the AKC National Owner-Handled
Continued on Page 2

C OMING E VENTS
Tue. Sept. 10

Board Meeting, 7:30.

Sat. Sept. 14 Responsible Dog
Ownership Day. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. at
Anne Arundel County Animal Control,
411 Maxwell Frye Road, Millersville.
Details on next page.
Sun. Sept. 22 End-of-Summer
Picnic & Fun Match. Noon – 4 p.m.
Details on next page.
Sun. Sept 22 General Meeting.
Brief meeting after the Fun Match and
before Lunch.
Sat. Oct 2
Show and Go
(tentative), 10 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. See
next page.
Tue. Oct. 8

Board Meeting, 7:30.

Sat. Oct. 26
Bark-N-Bash. Quiet
Waters Park, Annapolis. KCAA will
have a booth; volunteers are needed to
staff it. More details next month.

R ALLY /O BEDIENCE
S HOW & G O – O CT 6
The Club is tentatively planning a Show & Go on this date. When
details are final, I will send a special notice out to the membership.

E ND OF S UMMER
P ICNIC & F UN M ATCH
All are invited to a potluck picnic and fun match at the home of Dan
Strachan & Tom Masog in Riva. It will be held on Sunday
September 22, and hours will be NOON to 4:00 (or whenever). The Fun Match will
begin at 12:30. We will have a BRIEF general meeting immediately following the
Fun Match, with the potluck lunch following.
Please contact Glenn Nolan (glenn.nolan@gmail.com) to coordinate potluck items.
A special notice with Fun Match classes and directions will be sent to the membership
approximately 10 days in advance.

R ESPONSIBLE D OG
O WNERSHIP D AY
KCAA will participate in AKC’s 2013 Responsible Dog Ownership Days by staffing
a booth at the semi-annual Paws & Claws Adopt-A-Thon from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This
is held at Anne Arundel County Animal Control, 411 Maxwell Frye Road,
Mitchellville. We will sell toys and chews with 50 percent of the profits going to
assist the shelter, and also provide responsible dog ownership materials to all
attending the event. Members are invited to assist.
The AKC is strongly promoting Responsible Dog Ownership, or RDO, during the
month of September. “Sharing training tips, watching fun dog sports demos, learning
proper canine care and more is what AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Days are all
about,” said AKC spokesperson Lisa Peterson in a press release. “Hosting an RDO
Day is a great way for AKC clubs and dog organizations to reach out and demonstrate
what dogs and the people who love them bring to a community.”
Our thanks to Colin and Sandi Ratcliffe, who have really taken the lead in putting this
event together for the Club.

E ND

H ANDLING C LASSES

H EALTH T IPS :
D ENTAL
Home oral hygiene can make a tremendous
difference in your dog’s comfort and
health. There are several home care oral
hygiene options from which to choose, but
keep in mind that anything you can do to help
prevent plaque and tartar accumulation will pay
big dividends by helping to minimize extensive
teeth cleaning at the vet. Whatever approach
you choose for home oral hygiene, it needs to
be a daily routine. Occasional efforts or daily
oral hygiene over a short period will be of no
long-term benefit. Some strategies:
BRUSHING: Brushing your dog’s teeth is the
single most effective means to maintain oral health.
The bacterial film known as “plaque” is easily
disrupted by frequent brushing of the teeth. Almost
all dogs will eventually accept brushing provided you
are patient and gradual in your approach. A dog that
resists brushing may have painful areas in the mouth
that need to be addressed. Remember to avoid human
toothpastes as they contain abrasives and highfoaming detergents that should not be swallowed or
inhaled by dogs. Also, single-use “dental wipes” can
be rubbed daily on the outside of the teeth to remove
plaque.

ORAL RINSE and GEL: Chlorhexidine is the

KCAA appreciates the help of everyone who assisted with the series of handling
classes this summer. I’ve gotten a couple of compliments through my email, and the
club raised over $300 all told. We need to do these again if we can find an all-weather
location. Special thanks to Bridget Ratcliffe, Colin Ratcliffe, and Pat Hertok, who
very ably kept the classes running. Also thanks to Joann Charnik and Adam Thistle
for the use of their grounds.

most effective anti-plaque antiseptic. Chlorhexidine
binds to the oral tissues and tooth surfaces, and is
gradually released into the oral cavity. Some dogs
may object to the taste of products containing
chlorhexidine while others accept it with no
difficulty; try giving a treat after successful
acceptance of the rinse or gel. The rinse is applied by
squirting a small amount inside the cheek on each
side of the mouth. The gel is applied by smearing it
onto the teeth.

Q&A Continued from Page 1

DIETS and CHEWS: Several “dental diets”

OF

Series is being offered (they don’t have to; Mid-Susquehanna won’t offer it, but
Upper Potomac Valley will) and the rules for participation. You must check the box
on your entry as “Owner/Handler Eligible.” It is not charged as an additional class,
and it is not the same as entering the Amateur-Owner-Handler class.
Q: Big whoop! Why should I care about winning this “other” competition?
A: The owner-handled series focuses on the quality of the dogs. It offers a chance to
showcase your dog, even when there is a local special in your breed being backed by
full campaign funding. Also, there is a point system maintained by AKC, and the top
point winners in each breed will be invited to compete in the National Owner Handled
Series Finals at the AKC Eukanuba National Championship show each year.

have been shown to be of benefit in decreasing dental
disease. Some employ a specific kibble design and
others include a chemical anti-tartar poly-phosphate
ingredient. Rawhide products and chew treats can be
helpful if chewed daily, and some rawhide chews and
biscuits contain an anti-tartar ingredient. Items such
as cow hooves, dried natural bones, or hard nylon
products are not recommended because they are too
hard, and associated with broken teeth or damaged
gums. Remember that chews are only of benefit if
they are played with daily and over the long haul.

Next Month: Autumn health issues.

B RAGS
Luanne Tracy’s Hobie, a Portuguese
Water Dog, earned his Apprentice
Water Dog title at the Keystone
Portuguese Water Dog Club Trial at
Codorus State Park in York County in
July. Way to go, Hobie and Luanne!
Sandi and Colin Ratcliffe wanted to
brag on their daughter, Bridget. See
article on Page 1. Bridget is shown at
left with her Smooth Fox Terrier
Donut.

S PECIAL
R EMINDERS :
Got a friend who might be interested
in being a member of KCAA?
Member applications are available on
the KCAA website (www.kcaamd.com). We can always use a couple
more hands.
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